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Ellison discusses trip
to Guantanamo Bay

YOUR WEEKEND

BBuurrnnss  NNiigghhtt  CCeelleebbrraattiioonn
��  7 p.m. today, Maple River
School AAA Gymnasium.
Celebrating the birth of
Scottish poet Robert Burns.
Featuring bagpipe music,
Highland dancing, Burns�
poetry reading, awards for
curling champions and the
crowning of Miss Bonnie
Lass. $8 general and $5 stu-
dents.

PPrraaiirriiee  SSttoorriieess  aanndd  RRiivveerr
RRhhyymmeess::  PPiioonneeeerr  CCooookkiinngg  ��  2
p.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday,
Cambria Town Hall. Literary
and musical series on historical
themes. Featuring John
Rezmerski and Anna Larson as
co-hosts and music by Ben
Marti and Lonesome Ron. 345-
5566.

WWiinntteerr  CCaarrnniivvaall  ��  Today
and Sunday, St. James.
Featuring an ice fishing con-
test, free family movie, and a
Freeze Your Caboose Off Run
and Walk.

Music today
AAmmeerriiccaann  LLeeggiioonn  ��

Karaoke
BBuusstteerr��ss  ��  Tom Petty

Tribute
CChheevvyy��ss  ��  Karaoke
CCiirrccllee  IInnnn  ��  Karaoke
CCooffffeeee  HHaagg � Mike Risen
CCoonntteessssaa  ��  Real Easy Jazz

Quartet
IInnffeerrnnoo  ��  Summit Ave.
MMaacc��ss  ��  DJ/Karaoke
MMccGGooffff��ss  ��  Dan Case
MMiiddttoowwnn  TTaavveerrnn � 69

Cents
RRuummoorr��ss  LLoouunnggee,,  JJeerrrryy

DDuuttlleerr  BBoowwll  ��  Karaoke
SSuuggaarr  RRoooomm � Fish Frye
TTaaddeerrss,,  KKaassoottaa  ��  Thunder

Road
WWiinnee  CCaaffee � Who�s Your

Daddy

Music Sunday
MMaacc��ss  ��  DJ/Karaoke
PPuubb  550000  ��  Mary Guentzel

and her Quintet
RRuummoorr��ss  LLoouunnggee,,  JJeerrrryy

DDuuttlleerr  BBoowwll  ��  Karaoke

Where did college kids get
the idea it�s their
entitlement to drink
themselves cataton-
ic, and in the place
and manner of their
choosing?

Here�s a vote for
their parents,
because the more
things change, the
more they ... don�t.

There�s been
much head-scratch-
ing lately about the dracon-

ian drinking habits of our
young, as if some-
thing in the air �
cell phone radiation, a
Satanic plot, whatev-
er � is causing some
new mutant strain of
chugalugs.

But don�t be fooled
by the window dress-
ing. Yes, the drunkest
of them now may get
drunker than their
forebears. But the

mindset that spawns the

oddly self-righteous behavior
is as old as, well, their moms
and dads.

Let�s go back 20 years or
so, to a Mankato State cam-
pus that today�s fledgling
sots would have given their
left beernuts for.

You think homecoming
revelry is something now? In
the mid-1980s, just across
the street from the college in
University Square parking
lot, it was �Animal House�
meets up with a Roamin�

orgy in autumn.
The lot would be roped off

on homecoming Saturday,
and more than 1,000 cele-
brants would proceed to do
their things.

Public drunkenness, litter-
ing, outdoor urination,
wholesale underage arrests.
And that was before dark. 

The city, in all its tardy
wisdom, decided this just
wouldn�t do, and rightly
placed a municipal ban on
drinking in streets and park-

ing lots. 
And here�s where the past

became the future, and vice
versa. 

Those students � in effect
the parents of today�s young
deep thinkers � organized a
�Beat the Ordinance� gather-
ing.

To chronicle this stirring
display of campus unrest,
this newspaper dispatched a
reporter to chat with the

Carousing rebels without a cause are nothing new

BRIEFS

�Miss America� to
air tonight on TLC

Jennifer Hudspeth, a 2006
graduate of Minnesota State
University and the 2007 Miss
Minnesota, is one of the 52
contestants who will compete
for �Miss America� 7 p.m.
today on TLC.

The women were on a real-
ity program leading up to the
competition in recent weeks
called �Miss America: Reality
Check.� The show aimed to
make the pageant more rele-
vant to the modern woman.

Hudspeth, 23, grew up in
Apple Valley. She has been
receiving coaching on her tal-
ent from MSU professor Paul
Finocchiaro. She will be
singing �Life of the Party�
from the play �The Wild
Party.�

� The Free Press

Man convicted of
threatening coach
ST. PAUL � A St. Paul man
accused of telling his son�s
youth baseball coach that he
was going to shoot him was
convicted Friday of making
terroristic threats.

Wade Campbell, 47, was
found guilty by a Ramsey
County jury.

According to testimony
and court records, the case
stems from a June 22 game in
the Dayton�s Bluff area of St.
Paul in which Campbell
allegedly berated his son after
he struck out and then yelled
at coach Noe Ambriz, telling
him he was going to shoot
him.

Ambriz said Campbell
called him two days later and
repeated his threat, saying he
was going to come over and
shoot him �down like a dog.�

� The Associated Press

BRIAN
OJANPA
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By Mickey Tibbits 
Special to The Free Press

FAIRMONT � The number
of vandalism and burglary
cases being tied to suspects
recently arrested in Martin
County continues to grow. 

�I cannot imagine what the
total is going to be,� said
Martin County sheriff �s
deputy Jean Vath. To date

more than 30 cases in Martin
County alone have been tied
to the five males recently
arrested. 

Vath said although the
majority of incidents occurred
in Martin County where the
suspects live, there are also at
least three cases in Faribault
County, five in Blue Earth
County, two in Jackson
County, four in Watonwan

County, one in Cottonwood
County and five in Kossuth
County in Iowa. 

�They were extremely
busy,� Vath said of the sus-
pects. The majority of cases
occurred during a three-week
period ending Jan. 18. 

Bobby Lee Dietz, 19, of
Fairmont has been charged
with numerous felony counts
of criminal damage to proper-
ty and burglary.

Derry Todd Dettmer, 35, of
Welcome, who was in custody
in Nebraska on probation vio-
lation, was to be extradited to

Minnesota to face similar
charges.

Donald Eldon Lamont, 22,
of Fairmont was arrested and
faces burglary charges in at
least one case.

In addition, two Fairmont
brothers, Anthony John
Simenson, 17, and Joseph
Robert Simenson, 16, have
been linked to several of the
cases.

Both are in the New Ulm
Juvenile Detention Center

There were numerous
reports of damage to telecom-
munications sites involving

Bevcomm, Frontier
Communications, Alltel, a
communications tower
belonging to Star-Com, a
Northern Natural Gas
microwave-monitoring con-
trol tower and cables to four
satellite dishes. 

The damage to the rural
remote boxes left more than
200 residences without
Internet and telephone serv-
ice, including 911 calling, in
southern Minnesota. 

�It seemed like most of the

Vandalism, burglary cases mounting

A snub
to ?

Authorities link suspects to
incidents in seven counties

By Robb Murray
Free Press Staff Writer

MANKATO � There�ll be
changes in look, changes in
structure and changes in pro-
gramming. But don�t worry,
girls (and parents). When the
dust settles and the girls go to
their weekly meetings, Girl
Scouts will still be pretty much
the same organization you
signed on with.

Chief among the changes is
the structure of the councils in
Minnesota � and across the
country. Instead of the
Peacepipe Council, which cov-
ered much of southern
Minnesota, the new council is
called Girl Scouts of Minnesota
and Wisconsin River Valleys,
and serves nearly 50,000 girls
in two states.

The first annual meeting of
those groups takes place today
in Mankato, where Patricia
Diaz Dennis, chair of the
national board of director for
Girl Scouts of the USA, will
appear via telecast. She will
address the changes and talk
about the challenges facing
Girl Scouting.

�We�re growing in numbers,
but we�re not keeping pace
with the demographic changes,
especially among populations
growing faster, such as the
Hispanic population,� Dennis
said.

Keeping up with the chang-
ing face of America and getting
the word out about the oppor-
tunities available to girls in
Scouting are just two of the
challenges they are facing.

Dennis said the newly
formed council, which includes

Girl
Scouts
merges
councils
Little will change,
but group seeks
better cohesiveness 
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With this new Starbucks going into University Square, one might think The Hub Coffeehouse would be worried. They�re not, says owner Dennis
Smith. Instead they�re banking on their loyal customer base to keep things going.

By Robb Murray
Free Press Staff Writer

MANKATO � Count Dennis Smith
among the local business owners who
isn�t afraid to wage a restaurant battle
with one of the supreme giants in the
industry.

Smith and wife Lisa own The Hub,
a popular campus-area coffeehouse in
the University Square mall with a full
menu for breakfast, lunch or dinner,
and a wide variety of coffees.

Growing quickly and right on cor-
porate schedule in the corner of the
University Square parking lot is a
Starbucks coffeehouse. Yes, Starbucks,
a �ventí� in an industry full of big-
time players.

But Smith says the new Starbucks
neither surprises him nor frightens
him. He�s known for a couple
of years the University
Square owner was
courting
Starbucks.

And he holds no resentment over it.
�I understand why our the landlord

is doing what he�s doing. I�m not
thrilled with it, but I understand
why,� Smith said. �We�re hoping peo-
ple will come up, they�ll try Starbucks,
and then they�ll try us and realize we
have more to offer. We�re known for
our breakfasts, our big omelets. And
we�re getting to be really well known
for patty melts and Reubens.�

One thing the new Starbucks will
have going for it is a drive-through, a
feature The Hub won�t easily be able
to counter. The luxury of swinging by
for a cuppa without leaving your car
is nice when it�s nippy outside.

But Smith hopes the customer base
they�ve built during the last few years

will be

enough to keep people coming.
�We have some of the most loyal

customers, and it�s awesome to see
that,� he said.

How they became loyal is, perhaps,
a lesson in what has made home-
grown, Mom and Pop restaurants suc-
cessful.

Smith recalled a recent morning,
not long after the Starbucks
announcement went public, when he
watched his wife working early after
the doors opened.

For the first 17 customers who
came in, Lisa would start making
their coffee and the cook would start
making their breakfast.

�I was blown away,� he said.
He asked her if she was aware of

how many customers� orders she
knew and started filling automatically. 

Lisa just smiled and said, �Let�s
see Starbucks do that.�

Local business owner says loyal customers, reputation
for food enough to compete with incoming Starbucks


